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Abstract
Traditionally in the South spanking has been viewed as an acceptable disciplinary measure, especially for children under the age of twelve.  This study was undertaken to observe whether there was a gender difference in opinions on spanking as an acceptable form of discipline for children under twelve.  Ten male subjects and ten female subjects, students at the University of South Carolina Spartanburg and employees of the Hendersonville Times-News, were surveyed.  The subjects were asked to respond to the following question:  “Spanking is an acceptable form of discipline for children under the age of twelve.”  The subjects were asked to respond using a likert scale from 1 to 7, with 1 corresponding to “disagree completely” and 7 corresponding to “agree completely.”  The results were analyzed using an Independent Measures t-test.  There was no significant gender difference found.

1. The independent variable in this survey was the gender of the subject and the dependent variable was the subject’s opinion on using spanking as a form of discipline, rated on a seven point likert scale.

2. A table of the results is as follows:

	
	Male
	Female

	
	7
	7

	 
	7
	6

	 
	7
	5

	 
	6
	5

	  
	6
	4

	
	5
	4

	
	5
	4

	
	4
	3

	
	2
	2

	
	1
	2

	
	
	

	Mean:
	5
	4..2

	
	
	


3. A summary of the statistical analysis of the data is attached at the end of this report.  The hypotheses are as follows:

Null hypothesis:  There is no significant difference between male and female opinion on the use of spanking as a disciplinary measure for children under the age of twelve.

Research hypothesis:  There is a significant difference between male and female opinion on the use of spanking as a disciplinary measure for children under the age of twelve.

4. If alpha had been =0.01, the critical value would have been 2.878;  if this had been a one-tailed test with alpha=0.05,  the critical value would have been 0.0487; if a one-tailed test with alpha=0.01, the critical value would have been 0.0096.  In any case the null would still be rejected.

5. There is a 95% level of confidence that the population mean difference between men and women falls between –0.67 and 2.27 (see attached calculations).

6. The study concluded with a 95% level of confidence that there is no significant gender difference between male and female subject opinions on the use of spanking as a disciplinary measure for children under the age of twelve.

